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SUBJECT: GUILLAUME SPY TRIAL OPENED IN DUESSELDORF 

1. SUMMARY: THE TRIAL AGAINST THE GDR AGENTS GUENTER (48) 

AND CHRISTA GUILLAUME (47) BEGAN ON JUNE 24, 1975 IN THE 
DUESSELDORF SUPREME STATE COURT. THE GUILLAUME AFFAIR LED 
TO THE RESIGNATION OF CHANCELLOR WILLI BRANDT IN 1974. THE 
TRIAL WILL LAST SEVERAL MONTHS AND WILL BE LARGELY SECRET. 

THE DEFENDENTS WERE IN GOOD SPIRITS, ANSWERED NO QUESTIONS 
AND, ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, EXPECT TO BE EXCHANGED SOON 
WITH POLITICAL PRISONERS HELD IN THE GDR. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE TRIAL OF THE GUILLAUME COUPLE OPENED ON JUNE 24, 1975 

IN A "BUG-PROOF" BASEMENT ROOM OF THE DUESSELDORF SUPREME COURT 
(ABOUT 100 METERS FROM THE CONSULATE GENERAL). THE GUILLAUMES 
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WITH HAVING PASSED ON "SECRETS OF THE STATE TO AGENTS OF A FOREIGN 
POWER." BOTH DEFENDENTS DECLINED TO REPLY TO QUESTIONS ABOUT 
THEIR PERSONS OR THE CHARGES AGAINST THEM. 

3. THE EXPOSURE OF GUENTER GUILLAUME, ALLEGED OFFICER IN 

THE GDR ARMY AND FORMER PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO EX-CHANCELLOR 
WILLI BRANDT, RESULTED IN BRANDT'S RESIGNATION IN APRIL 
1974. DESPITE RUMOURS OF DIVORCE THE COUPLE CHATTED AMICABLY 
AND SEEMED TO BE IN GOOD SPIRITS. 

4. AFTER THE FIRST DAYS OF THE TRIAL THE PUBLIC WILL BE 
GENERALLY EXCLUDED FROM THE PROCEEDINGS BECAUSE STATE 
SECRETS WILL BE INVOLVED. ELABORATE PRECAUTIONS HAVE BEEN 
TAKEN TO PREVENT LEAKS AND DISTURBANCES; JOURNALISTS REQUIRE 
A SPECIAL ENTRY PERMIT AND ARE THOROUGHLY SEARCHED BEFORE 
BEING ADMITTED TO THE "BUG-PROOF" ROOM. 

5. IN THE COURSE OF THE PROCEEDINGS EX-CHANCELLOR WILLI BRANDT. 
EX-MINISTER HORST EHMKE, FOREIGN MINISTER HANS DIETRICH 
GENSCHER (FORMERLY INTERIOR MINISTER) AND THE HEADS OF THE 
GERMAN INTELLIGENCE (BND) AND COUNTER INTELLIGENCE SERVICES 
(BVS) ARE EXPECTED TO TESTIFY. 

6. ON THE SECOND DAY OF THE TRIAL THE GUILLAUMES MAINTAINED 
THEIR ATTITUDE OF AMUSED SILENCE WHILE WITNESSES WERE 
HEARD AND DOCUMENTS READ. ALL RELATING TO THE CAREER 

OF THE GUILLAUMES IN THE FRG, INCLUDING A LAUDATORY 
RECOMMENDATION OF DEFENSE MINISTER GEORG LEBER.HENNEMEYER 
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